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Press release - March 21st, 2017 
The Cities of Michelucci
Conference

March 25th, 2017 - 9:30 am

Sala Maggiore, Palazzo Comunale, Pistoia

Pistoia Italian Capital of Culture 2017

On March 25, 2017, in the Sala Maggiore of Palazzo Comunale in Pistoia will be held “The Cities of Michelucci”, the conference about the work and issues that crossed Michelucci’s life. 
The conference, curated by Giovanni Michelucci Foundation in collaboration with the Municipality of Pistoia, is part of the initiatives that Pistoia Italian Capital of Culture 2017 is dedicating to the different profiles of Michelucci’s personality and work.

"If it were up to me I would remove all the barriers within the city: I would open hospitals, prisons and even cemeteries. Creating new relationships, we should break down or minimize those walls that divide the lives of those who are 'in' by those who are 'out'. Each building should project itself into the city and the city should embrace the building." Giovanni Michelucci 

Basing on Michelucci’s concept of inclusive cities, internationally renowned historians, architects, urban planners, sociologists, critics and academics will talk about social inclusion, arts and the relationship between city and architecture, public spaces and community.
Not to be missed is the speech by François Burkhardt, renowned architecture and design historian and critic, director of  Centre Pompidou in Paris during the famous exhibition dedicated to Michelucci in 1987.
Speakers: Samuele Bertinelli, Mayor of Pistoia; Giancarlo Paba, president of Michelucci Foundation; Ezio Godoli, Scientific Committee Michelucci Foundation; Franco Purini, architect, La Sapienza University in Rome; Marco Dezzi Bardeschi, architect, Politecnico di Milano; Francesca Leder, urban planner, University of Ferrara; Silvano D'Alto, Scientific Committee Michelucci Foundation; Gianni Biondillo, architect and writer, University of Italian Switzerland; Patrizia Meringolo, psychologist, University of Florence; Giovanni Laino, urban planner, University of Naples Federico II; François Burkhardt, theorist, historian and critic of architecture and design; Andrea Aleardi, architect, Michelucci Foundation; Aldo Colonetti, philosopher, historian and theorist of art, design and architecture; Luciano Alberti, musicologist and music critic; Giuliano Scabia, playwright and writer; Dora Liscia Bemporad, art historian, University of Florence; Corrado Marcetti, Coordinator of the Scientific Committee, Michelucci Foundation; Franco Corleone, Ombudsman for prisoners' rights of Tuscany Region; Luca Zevi, architect, Bruno Zevi Foundation; Giuseppe Faso, intercultural expert and trainer; Giuseppe Cecconi, journalist and scholar of Michelucci.
Giovanni Michelucci, Italian architect, urban planner and designer, was born in Pistoia on January 2nd, 1891, and died on December 31st, 1990, two days before his 100th birthday. He was lucky enough to cross the 20th century giving us a valuable legacy through his innovative works. He’s considered one of the major architects of the century, known for famous projects such as Firenze Santa Maria Novella railway station and the Church of San Giovanni Battista on the Autostrada del Sole. In 1982 established his eponymous Foundation in Fiesole to make research on city planning and modern architecture, focusing on social issues and spaces such as hospitals, prisons and schools.

The conference is open to the public. Free attendance.

The Fondazione Michelucci will provide an attendance certificate on request.

Conference Programme

Le Città di Michelucci
Sala Maggiore del Palazzo comunale, Pistoia
25 marzo 2017 - ore 9:30-19:00
The conference is open to the public and will be in Italian.
9.30 Opening Greetings

Elena Becheri – Assessore alle attività e istituti culturali del Comune di Pistoia
10.00 Introduction
“Un’immaginazione dissenziente”
Giancarlo Paba – presidente della Fondazione Michelucci
10.30 “La città dell’architettura”
- Introduce e coordina Ezio Godoli
Franco Purini – architetto, Università della Sapienza di Roma
Marco Dezzi Bardeschi – architetto, Politecnico di Milano

Francesca Leder – urbanista, Università degli Studi di Ferrara
12.00 “La città tra spazio pubblico e comunità”
- Introduce e coordina Silvano D’Alto
Gianni Biondillo – architetto e scrittore, Università della Svizzera Italiana
Patrizia Meringolo – psicologa, Università degli Studi di Firenze
Giovanni Laino – urbanista, Università di Napoli Federico II
13.30 lunch break
visit to the exhibition “Giovanni Michelucci. The construction of the city”
15.00 Testimonianze
“I valori propagati da Giovanni Michelucci che ci mancano oggi”
François Burkhardt – teorico, storico e critico dell’architettura e del design
15.45 “La città e le arti”
- Introduce e coordina Andrea Aleardi
Aldo Colonetti – filosofo, storico e teorico dell’arte, del design e dell’architettura
(con un contributo di Gillo Dorfles)
Luciano Alberti – musicologo e critico musicale
Giuliano Scabia – drammaturgo e scrittore
Dora Liscia Bemporad – storica dell’arte, Università degli Studi di Firenze
17.00 “La città del dialogo”
- Introduce e coordina Corrado Marcetti
Franco Corleone – garante per i diritti dei detenuti della Regione Toscana
Luca Zevi – architetto, presidente di InArch Lazio
Giuseppe Faso – formatore ed esperto di intercultura
Giuseppe Cecconi – scrittore e studioso di Michelucci
18.30 – Conclusion and Greetings
Samuele Bertinelli – Sindaco del Comune di Pistoia

Info: www.michelucci.it | www.pistoia17.it

Info: Ufficio Stampa Fondazione Giovanni Michelucci
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